
ver wondered where the potted 
shrubs we and other landscape 
companies use in our designs? 

I suppose most of us deduce that 
someone somewhere has to grow 
them, and there are a few local 

growers of a limited 
number and species 
of trees and shrubs. 

In a recent trip 
with other members 
of the Kansas Nursery 
and Landscape Asso-
ciation (KNLA), three 
of us from Growing 
Concerns got to see 
firsthand one of the 
largest grower/whole-
sale nurseries in the 

Midwest — what a sight!
Greenleaf Nursery has four loca-

tions, of one which is in Park Hill, 
Okla. The immensity of the 640 acres 
of rooting beds, greenhouses, irri-
gation holding ponds, staging and 
shipping docks is, in a word, over-
whelming. 

If the site was impressive, after 
listening to the talk by the director of 
propagation explaining the process 
of bringing a tiny 3-in. genetically 
identical cutting to a 3-gallon plant-
able shrub (which we purchase from 
retailers/re-wholesalers) on a predict-
able and regular schedule, I was in 
definitely in “Holy cow!” mode. 

While I have already forgotten 
most of the stats given by the opera-
tions manager, one that did stick was 
the 25-30 semi loads of plants that 
are shipped daily from their farm to 
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For more information about 
Growing Concerns and our 

residential landscape management 
services, visit our website at 
www.growingconcerns.com
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Left: Robyn 
James, Randy 
James and Ron 
Moretti tour 
Greenleaf 
Nursery in Park 
Hill, Okla.

Above: Scott 
Maxwell, Green-
leaf Nursery’s 
director of prop-
agation, explains 
the process they 
implement.
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destinations throughout the Midwest. 
After watching a crew load a trailer, 

I can attest that the semis are packed 
to the hilt with every bit of floor space 
used. By the time we reached the ex-
planation of the internal procedure of 
identifying and introducing new plant 
cultivars to the market, suddenly what 
Growing Concerns does began to feel 
pretty small.

I have heard it said that “we all 
end up exactly where we intend to 
be” (consciously or subconsciously). 
While reflecting on the bus ride home 
to our wonderful state, one-of-a-kind 
city, and our small business with rel-
atively few clients, I couldn’t help but 
be overwhelmed with gratitude and 
the inclination that the saying is true.
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